NSM 197 – Seminar in Peer Learning and Leadership
Instructors:  Jennifer Lundmark, Ph.D. and Larissa Eiselein, Ph.D.
Contact information:  lundmark@csus.edu or 278-6659;


 leiselei@csus.edu or 278-2813
Required reading materials:  Selected journal articles (TBA)

Course Description:
NSM 197 is designed for advanced undergraduate students who have been chosen to facilitate Peer-Assisted Learning (PAL) sections for designated math and science gateway courses.  The course will prepare PAL facilitators for the functional aspects of their PALs (practice with problem sets), provide a forum in which to discuss issues that arise during their weekly PAL sessions, introduce PAL facilitators to selected journal articles related to PAL instruction, and provide an opportunity for facilitators to plan an action research on an issue related to their PAL section.
Course Structure:

The seminar will have TWO primary components:  

Content-specific “run-through” and Facilitation of PAL sessions
1. Content-specific “run-through”

· Overview of approach to problem set
· Connections to recent lecture/exams/homework

· Information on where students are likely to stumble

· PAL facilitators work through the problems as “students”

2. Facilitation of PAL sessions

· The role of the group facilitator
· How to manage group dynamics

· Listening and questioning techniques

· Meta-cognition and self-reflection

· Tracking attendance/participation of all enrolled students
Associated Course Information:

CHEM 4  (Dr. Jeff Paradis)  jparadis@saclink.csus.edu  
CHEM 1A (Dr. Jeff Mack) jmack@saclink.csus.edu  

CHEM 1B  (Dr. Jackie Houston) 

BIO 121 (Dr. Hao Nguyen)  hnguyen@csus.edu
BIO 131 (Dr. Larissa Eiselein)  leiselei@csus.edu
MATH 29  (Dr. Ed Shea)  ecs@saclink.csus.edu 

MATH 30, 31  (Dr. Kimberly Elce) kelce@skymail.csus.edu
Grading/Assignments:

Students in NSM 197 will be graded Pass/Fail based on the following criteria:


Regular Attendance and Participation – 35%


Preparation and participation in discussion of journal articles – 30%


Proposal for Action Research project – 35%

Learning Outcomes:

Students should be able to:

· Successfully facilitate student problem-solving in math and science gateway courses

· Gain a more complete understanding of the challenges many students face in gateway courses

· Critically evaluate and discuss literature on different aspects of Peer-Assisted Learning
· Carefully plan (in coordination with at least one other PAL leader) an action research project that addresses some aspect of Peer-Assisted Learning (project will culminate in a poster presentation in the spring semester)

· Work effectively within a group setting
NSM 197:  PAL FACILTATOR TRAINING – TENTATIVE FALL SCHEDULE

	
	Reading (to be done before class)
	Class Discussion

	1:  Sept 4

	
	PAL logistics; first week enrollment, etc.

	2:  Sept 11

	
	Discussion of ideas presented in training:  organized binder, whiteboards and group roles – how is it going?

	3:  Sept 18

	Article TBA
	Discussion of reading and application to PALs

	4:  Sept 25

	
	Scaffolding practice, open discussion on scaffolding (in subject groups)

	5:  Oct 2

	Study skills
	Application of study skills to PALs (in subject groups)

	6: Oct 9

	Action Research
	Overview of Action Research, veteran leaders present posters from Spring 2014

	7: Oct 16

	
	Brainstorming possible Action Research projects;

Students into pairs/groups of three

	8: Oct 23

	
	Brainstorming possible Action Research projects (narrowing down of final projects)

	9: Oct 30

	
	Collecting data from student work

	10: Nov 6
(Dr. Lundmark gone)
	Your selected research article (background)
	Bring 3 copies of your selected research article and be prepared to present to others



	11: Nov 13

	
	Preliminary ideas related to Action Research project

Peer evaluation of ideas, study parameters

	12: Nov 20

	
	Refined research idea for Action Research project; present in small groups

	13: Nov 27

	NO CLASS 

*Thanksgiving
	

	14: Dec 4

	
	Methodology due; discussion of final proposals

	15: Dec 11

	
	Mini-proposal due; wrap-up and looking forward to spring semester


